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" Assuredly I would : I know him as well as I know
myself."
" Then you have a good chance of gaining the 20OO/.!"
returned his questioner, not without a touch of envy in his
tone.
"Perhaps so," replied the Hindoo, "if it be true that
the Nabob has been so imprudent as to venture into
the presidency of Bombay, which to me appears very
unlikely.}>
" What would be the reason of his venturing so far ?
What reason would induce him to dare so much ?n
" No doubt he might hope to instigate a fresh rebellion,
either among the sepoys or among the country popula-
tions of Central India."
" Since Government asserts that he is known to be in
the province/' said one of the speakers, who belonged to
that class which takes for gospel everything stated by
authority, "of course Government has reliable information
on the subject/'
w Be it so ! " responded the Hindoo ; " only let it be the
will of Brahma that Dandou Pant crosses my path, and
my fortune is made!"
The fakir withdrew a few paces,, but he did not lose
sight of the ex-prisoner of the Nabob.
It was by this time dark nighttime, but there was no
diminution of the commotion in the streets of Aurungabad,